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sustenance from the earth, as they are far from the sea.
However, they have a great lake in their country, of
wonderful extent, perhaps about sixty leagues, around
which they encamp. In this lake there are large and
beautiful islands inhabited by the Iroquois, who are
a great people; the farther [29] we penetrate into the
country, the more we find it inhabited: so much so
that (if we can believe the Spaniards) in the country
called New Mexico, a long distance to the Southwest
of these Iroquois, there are regularly built cities and
houses of three and four stories, and even domesti-
cated cattle, whence they have named a certain river
Rio de las Vaccas, or Cow river, because they saw a
large number of them grazing on its banks. And
this country is more than five hundred leagues direct-
ly to the north of old Mexico, being near, I believe,
the end of the great lake of the river of Canada
which (according to the Savages) is a thirty days’
journey in length. I believe that robust and hardy
men could live among these people, and do great
work for the advancement of the Christian Religion.
But as to the Souriquois and Etechemins, who are
nomadic and divided, they must be made sedentary
by the cultivation of the land, thus obliging them to
remain in one place. For any one who has taken the
trouble to cultivate a piece of land does not readily
abandon it, but struggles valiantly to keepit. [30] But,
I think, the execution of this plan will be very slow
unless we take hold of it with more zeal, and unless a
King, or some rich Prince, take this cause in hand,
which is certainly worthy a most Christian kingdom.
Great expense and loss of life were once incurred in
the re-conquest of Palestine, from which there was lit-
tle profit; and to-day at slight expense wonders could
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